
A Big Time Influence in a Small Town Setting 
 

We are beginning a new sermon series covering the New Testament book of Colossians with 
the series titled, "Jesus is the Hope of Glory."  Colossians is a letter written to the church 
located in the city of Colossae.  This city had been a thriving metropolis a few centuries before 
Jesus' ministry, but by the time of Paul, its importance had diminished greatly, and now it was 
greatly overshadowed by nearby Hierapolis and Laodicea.  The primary economic significance of 
the city was due to textiles, with a highly prized wool coming from the area.   
  
The church in Colossae appears to have been started by Epaphras, a student of Paul.  Paul has 
been hearing about the church and this letter offers Paul an opportunity to communicate with 
this church and encourage them for all that they are doing for the Kingdom!  Even small town 
churches can do fantastic things! 
  
Colossians 1:1-2 (NASB)  
1  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,  
2  To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father.  
  
 Who is the letter addressed to?  Who is it from? 
 What do you like most about receiving a letter or note from someone?  Explain. 
 What might it have meant to the members of the Colossian church to be receiving a note 

from the apostle Paul?  Why? 
  
The Way Things Are: 
Colossians 1:3-8 (NASB)  
3  We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  
4  since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;  
5  because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of 
truth, the gospel  
6  which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 
even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of 
God in truth;  
7  just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful 
servant of Christ on our behalf,  
8  and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.  
  
 What are some of the things that Paul is thankful for, regarding the Colossian church? 
 Why is a growing faith in Jesus Christ so important for disciples/followers of Jesus? 
 Read Matthew 22:34-40.  The Colossian church was also commended for loving not only 

Jesus, but loving others.  How important is this as well, given our passage in Matthew 22?  
Explain. 



 What role has Epaphras played in the history of the church?  How helpful is it to get a 
glowing recommendation from Paul? 

 How important is it for our reputations to be clear and positive as followers of Jesus 
Christ?  Why? 

  
Paul begins his letter by commending the Colossian church for faithfulness and love for others.  
He shares that not only is the church positively representing Jesus, but it is also bearing fruit 
and making a difference.  Paul also then credits some of this to the teaching and example of 
Epaphras, who helped establish this church and evidently helped lay a solid foundation for the 
church moving forward. 
  
 How are you doing currently in your walk with Jesus?  How are you doing at faithfulness 

to Jesus?  Love of others?  Is your life "bearing fruit"?  Explain. 
 Why is it important to frequently do a spiritual self-assessment? 

  
The Way Things Should Be:  
Colossians 1:9-14 (NASB)  
9  For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to 
ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding,  
10  so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing 
fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  
11  strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 
steadfastness and patience; joyously  
12  giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
Light.  
13  For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son,  
14  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
  
As much as Paul has heard good and positive things about this church in Colossae, there are still 
very important things for it to address as it moves forward.  Thus, Paul offers some challenges 
to this church.   
  
 Paul has just commended the church for their faith and love for others, but in verses 9-14, 

he prays for them in some of the same areas. Why? 
 There is a little additional word that Paul uses in describing how he seeks to see them live 

in verses 9-14.  This word is "all" ("all spiritual wisdom and understanding," "to please Him 
in all respects," "strengthened with all power," "attaining of all steadfastness and 
patience.").  He also uses the word "every" ("bearing fruit in every good work").  What is 
the point Paul is trying to make by adding these words? 

 Why is it so important to Paul that disciples/followers of Jesus continue to grow and 
mature in their walk with Jesus? 

  



Paul no doubt loves what is happening with this new church, but he evidently does NOT want 
to see it do what so many other churches tend to do.  He doesn't want to see it start well, but 
finish poorly.  He doesn't want to see it get comfortable in where it is and settle for something 
far less than what God desires for it to be and do.  If we could only see the number of sleepless 
nights Paul has endured and how many tears have been shed for churches that have walked 
away from or settled for something far less than "pleasing God in all respects, bearing fruit in 
every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God"… and attaining steadfastness and 
patience.   
  
Paul even reminds them that Jesus has rescued them from darkness and given them the 
kingdom of Jesus by the forgiveness of our sins!  Why wouldn't we strive to please God and live 
according to His wishes and commands? 
  
 How can you keep moving forward in your spiritual walk with Jesus? 
 How can you challenge and encourage others to do the same? 

  
Prayer time: 
 


